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MAHIMANDALA GITA
ON “DEVOTION”

Sri Rupakar Sarangi

Arakshita Das was unquestionably highly cel-
ebrated saint of Orissa who led the life of a genuine
Avadhuta and held aloft the torchof spirtitual wisdom
one hundred and seventy years ago. Towards the latter
part of his life, his choice fell on the peak of Olasuni hill
as his hilly and holy retreat where his Samadhi (shrine)
Is situated now. Every year a great fairis held there on
the eleventh (Ekadashi) day of the dark fortnight of the
month of Magha incommenoration of the auspicious
occasion of his passing away. Thousands of pilgrims
visit this sacred spot with a view to offering their adora-
tion and paying their deep homage to this well - renowed
saint of Orissa. Only an on-the-spot experience can
acquaint the visitor with the indescribable beauty, quiety,
sereify, sanctity and somemnity of the atmosphere of
this hilly region where Nature showers her charms lav-
ishly. The saint has |eft behind him certain valuable and
significant works like Mahimandala Gita, Gupta Tika,
Bhakti Tika, Shakabada Samhita Abadhuta Samhita,
Arakshita Rachanavali Atmajibani, Gupta Padmakalpa,
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Tattwa Suragita, Dwadasa Chandrika, Kavacha, Moksha
Samadhi Yoga and some other works that yet await pub-
lication.

Among all his works Mahimandal Gita ranks high-
estand regarded as his master piece and account of its
sublimity of conception, lucidity of expression, simplic-
ity of language and beauty of diction. The sole aim and
object of the revered author is to propagate and propa-
gate and popularize his spiritual experiences throught
these works as well as to awaken the lahent spiritual
consciousness of the readers as aresult of a through
and serifining study of these books. In his Mahimandala
Gita, besides giving an autobiographical account of his
renunciation and the unimaginable hardships and suf-
ferings he hadto court during the period of his wander-
ing and austerity, the author has emphasized the para-
mountimportance of realization of Param Brahmawhich
is considered to be the be-all and end- all of life. The
nine-lettered rhymed lines clearly indicate that the metrre
of Oriya Bhagawata has been adopted.

According to Mahapurushaji (Arakshita Das),
non-dual Brahma alone exists and the entire Nature with
the fine elements is never differentfrom Brahma. That

is why, He in the form of a dialogue between mind (¢1¢)

and consciousness (6504 ) marvelously dewels on the
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utility and importance of five elements - earth, water,
fire, airand ether, despite their unreality and evanescene
of existence. Here consciousness (650a4) plays the
role of a preceptor and mind (¢%) plays the role of
discipline. For satisfying its everincreasing inquisitive-
ness mind (¢1%) in an attitude of utter humility and deep
reverence questions consciousness (656@4 )concern-
ing the usefulness of the five elements. So, Conscious-
ness (606%Y)as a preceptor dispels the doubt and dark-
ness of mind (919) ignorance by giving an elaborate
account in this connection. From this account the
iImmancence of Parambrahma throghout universe is
proved beyond doubt although Param Brahma, also tran-
scends it. Unlike some other Vedanta preachers
Mahapurusha has never dismissed Nature as merely as
unreal dream. Rather, on the other hand, he has admit-
ted her importance since manifestation of Param Brahma
is experienced through all her myrids of forms. So so
long as man might be revolving like a mery-go-round
along the cycle of birth and death under the intoxicating
impact of Vishnu Maya, it will be impossible for him to
Brahma and realizing it. Mind (€1©) atthe very outset,

says to consciousness (6509Y) “JRG ATEQ QIR |
Qdg 08 @ dlew | (9.91.)

¢q
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But for the realization of Param Brahma absolute
devotion is absolutely essential. ltis on this accountthat
he mustfervently and whole - heartedly prays for devo-
tion in Mahimandal a Gita whichis quite obvious from

the lines cited below. “ @& A6 UGS | PALQ AR
62lRe I’ Q@@ 64 64 Alkm | 691l Algl Q1]
AfMA 6 bKZai~Mu~ ARJEM | YOI JAlIER & @6m |
(91.91) 22 65eaY @ AgQ | ¥R AIgE dIFq | 26
6500 e @6l | a6 G8 @f Qlel | 2R 65enY
AGER2! | 996 CUINGY @2 | 2I6e 65enY aagd |
Q@6 CIGEE 9 | 2IeR 6501 agRId | @96 AIgEs

Qe 1 (9.91) These lines most explicitly express mind’s

earnest inordinate and irrestible longing for devotion.

The saint has also thus sung elsewhere.“ @091Q 90618
gel e2lfl fg | o2Ned @LlF @@ RIS Jd’ eed
6QI9g A9 @¢ AR 1D | g8 ade ald o ea gd I
RREQ 66IE 26 ASRER 69d | AR KT o'a
QP QUeRd | Faldies IfEQ vlolg gl | SRl
Q@08 Geen ding 1”7 Jagannath Das, the most eminet

Saint and poet of Orissa has similarly sung in Oriya
Bhagawata. Lord Krishna, while imparting spiritutal wis-
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dom to Uddhava says, “Q6d 6926716 494 | 9@
QU6 67 @97 | d 60 rAQ oF 28 | e9e &R
cAl6e QI& |7’

The vast majority of the saints are unanimous on
this fundamental background that devotion is the royal
road to divinity. It is the surest, the safest the sweetest
and the swiftest means for the realization of ultimate
reality. But Mahapurushiji is of the opinion that such re-
alization is end of question without single minded devo-
tion and unconditional surrender to the Formless Brahma.
Param Brahma, according to him has no particular form,
but has the capacity to assume any form. Although in
accordance with the devotee’s prayer, Param Brahma
should be offered adovation in all possible ways. The
entire universe with all itsinnumerable beings and things
and also with all its phenomena is managed according
to the direction of Param Brahma. So, all beings and
even gods like Brahma, Shiva etc. and all fores of Na-
ture, perform their respective duties inobedience to the
will and command of Param Brahma. The devotees, as
aresult of being over powered with the feelings of devo-
tion have named this non-dual Brahma variously no
doubt, butthe real Name is beyond all conception and
imagination. Itis beyond the ken of ordinary knowledge.
It is identical with Param Brahma itself. Body-conscious-

¢s
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ness is the greatest obstracle in the way of the realiza-
tion of Brahma. This body is not the individual Soul’s

real residence. In reply to the question of mind (¢1%)
consciousness (609%4) says “62 719 QI8 @ Qg |
Ja desa @ 022 | 1 692 Jdeua @8 | 986a MRl
g @2 | (¢.a1) “9f 6ol A6x QRRE | Y 6a2aia ¢
QEE | U6 908 692 I8, Y86 9ld a@mida I’ This

body is a despicable den of dirt and disease. It is a
nasty package of nonseating materials. So, Mahapurushiji
has most justifically stated that this can never be the
individual soul's own residence. The individual should is
perfectly pure and conscious and the supreme soul is
its eternal and inseparable companion. But, as aresult
of forgetting the Supreme soul, the individual soul has
meandered into the dense jungle of hostile forces like
lust, anger and greed etc. and has been attached to this
body. Mahapurushaji in Mahimandala Gita awakens the
individual soul through his sublime and soul thrilling mes-
sage to be whole heartedly and unreservedly devoted to
the supreme Brahma. Itisby virtue of such devotion that
the individual soul can acquire the most miraculous and
mysterious grace of the supreme Lord through which it
can reach the summiet of self realization. Mahapurushaiji
is neverin favour of idolatry. Param Brahma is immunent

¢
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and transcendent. Itis also formless and one without
second. Itis eternal existence (4Q)) Eternal conscious-
ness (%) and Eternal bliss (8199 ). It's realization is
possible in this precious humah birth. “ QR@ do1Q
Jdiaml 149219 98 @ 9&al 1”7 (41.91) 1492/ 98 @ oax |
CHISER RS 64 212 7 @14 QSIS QYR | EHIDER
Q126 0B6a | 718 92 AUNEA 2D | 918 9e6R 632 RIE
? 90 2IRI60 RI12 A1 | VIR A9 Q1D S ? Yt KO6R
U8 Q2 | 66160 dine O /IR ? 1 66l @6¢ ARy |
QIR @660 QAR | 604f ARA RIRsR | RNIG
NN {1@6%) | ¢ sRIREm 8YIGY | 8916 @ cAGEm
QI | 60160 641 1 6962 SoR | IR0 AR @I ? ¢
68 @2 AIgE | 9Y @l 992 @28 | QI 696
6160 89 | 9@e 615! 651160 699 19 @9;?19‘1 QAlelm |
QEQEM 6966 @14 Wim | (9.61.) The aforesaid lines
from Mahimandal Gita repeatedly stress the need for
devotion. This human body should be utilized in aproper
mannerfor cultivating devotion instead of wasting it away
in false, fleeting and frivolous sense pleasure. Also,
cultivation of invaluable traits of human character like
patience, perseverance painstakingness, forbearance,
fearless-ness, desirelessness, indifference towards pairs
of opposites like sun and rain, pleasure and pain, frame
and blame and prosperity and adversity etc. must re-
ceive man’s special attention in order that he mightbe

¢ o
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the fittest recipient of the Grace of Param Brahma.
Mahapurushaiji himself has exemplified in his own life
how these qualities can be acquired by virtue of un-
yielding will and unshakable determination. In spite of
being supplied with the choicest materials of luxury and
pleasure like Goutam Buddha, he still renounced the
world at the age of only seventeen and embraced the
life of an ascetic although he had to come across un-
bearable dangers and difficulties as an intenerant as-
cetic. His detachment and discrimination always led him
forward and enabled him to overcome all hurdles and
hindrances. Param Brahma is Formless but a spiritual
aspirant must take shelter inthe Name since itisidenti-
cal with Param Brahma the Name since itis identical
with Param Brahma itself persons without distinction of
caste, creed and colour can find shelter in the Name.
Mahapurushji has paved the way for bringing about a
radical and revolutionary change in the caste-ridden
and priest - ridden society by giving scope to all sec-
tions of people to mix with him freely and accepting
food fromthem as all are the manifestation ofthe same
suprement Brahma. On the whole, if a manis absolutely
devoted to the supreme Lord, as advised by
mahapurushaji, he is sure to fulfill the grand and su-
preme purpose of life and attain immorality. In these
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days of increasing secularization of life, atheism, ag-
nosticism, matenalism and skepticism are sweeping over
the world. Manis losing his sense of human values. Evil
forces of violence and bloodshed are paralyzing him
with a staggering horror. The pitious clamour for peace
is heard from every nook and corner of the world. In
such atension-torn world, the inspiring, the enlighten-
ing and the life-transforming Message of devotion given
by Mahapurushaji in Mahimandala Gita can show man
the light, guide him aright and user in a golden era of
celestical peace and bliss.
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ANEW BUDDHA
Sri Pradipta Bhuyan

If someone in human history is first remembered
and revered for revolutionaizing the thinking on the ‘pur-
pose of life’; then he is definitely 6th Century B.C's
Gautam Buddha, the most outstanding scholar and per-
sonally the worldhas ever produced. He repudiated scrip-
tural infallibility, established the precedence of ‘reason’
over faith, bridge the dichotomy between austerity and
indulgence, inucsciated aradical social-ethics and re-
defined ‘Humanism’ forever. That is why, Einsteinwas
overobssessed to say, “Buddhism will be the future reli-
gion of the world.”

fortunately, Buddha make Lalitagiri hislaboratory
-to experiment and expound his postulations. In course,
Lalitagiri also witnesses Buddha’s big bangto big crunch.
Ultimately, Buddha withers into oblivion, Buddhism de-
clines; but never dies. History again repeats itself; it
renews Buddha and his ‘lsm’.

However, here, the selfish man forgets the funda;

eventurns hostile. But the sterilestone whispers; reminds
the reminiscence and coincidentally embraces another
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pondering prince. Again Lalitagiri becomes the groom-
ing ground for another revolutionary; another cult. Be-
lieved to be a stranger to former’s chronology or cult,
this new one also conceives almost the same predica-
mentwhose surrogate nomenclature later on popular-
izes him as ‘Arakshita Das’ (the term ‘Arakshita’ is gen-
erally used to address a helpless, wretched and aban-
doned living creature out of compassion and the term
‘Das’ is construed as a humble person or devotee who
has completely dedicated or subjeugated himselfto the
Supreme Being.)

Conventionally comprehended as a dirty dressed,
curly haired and beard ‘Baba’ (Monk) and lover of a
colloquial food menu (i.e. charred cake and fried dry
fish), in contrast tothe tonsured, clean-shaved and alms
- bowled Buddha, saint Arakshita Das also makes
Lalitagiri his alter. He finds his brand of Buddhism in the
doctrines of “Abadhutavad” (A Philosophy that envis-
ages extreme from worldly senses). Lke Buddha he
had had his exclusive transcendental enigma. However,
his life ordeal resembles that of Buddha. Hisrebellious
childhood, anti-incumbency attitude (aversiontowards
royal proclivity and feudal insignia), Spiritual prepon-
derance, renunciation, asceticism, penitence, enlight-
enment, deliverance of sermon, organization of a neo-
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monastic life and attainment of Nirvan (salvation) etc.
are almost Buddhist by nature.

Paradoxically, local gullible might have viewed him
as a contemporary go getter ‘Baba’ claming certain su-
pernatural power or showing miracles and offering
“Prasad” (sacred food) to some social parasites. But
he was been apart. He was a saint, a scholar, a philoso-
pher, a liberator and a reformer. He was a radical as
Buddha in thoughts, teachings and conviction. If Bud-
dha was critical of post-Vedic society, then Arakhita Das
wasof pre-capitalistic or feudal. He like Buddha, was
also against theology, religious orthodoxy, scriptural
authority, caste audacity, gender injustice and ignorance.
He also preached the gospels of Love, Peace, non-
vilence, tolerance and harmony. He also proounded a
liberal, scientific, secular non-sectarian and egalitarian
social philosophy - a humanistic ‘Middle path’. He was
also plebian in worlds and deeds, fond of the followers
and the foes, compassionate towards the weak and
wicked and like astoic, was untenable in pleasure and
pain. His spiritual contemplation and metaphysical dis-
courses (as evident from all ofhis philosophical litera-
ture like Mahimandal Gita or Bhakti Teeka) cultivated
‘Jnana’ or ‘knowledge’ for the realization of the self (Atma)
and the universe, mind and matter, materialisticillusion,
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non-dualistic approbation, non-attachment and end of
desire etc. which were complimentary to Buddhist tes-
tament i.e. the knowledge for attainment of ‘Nirvan’.
Academically speaking, his holistic, non-dualistic and
proto-Buddhist philosophy was a metamorphosis to that
of Lord Buddha or the latent Buddha i.e. Adi
Sankaracharya. Reducing himself down to dust, he be-
came an epitole of divinity; although the prefix ‘Lord or
God’ was not affixed to his surrogate name. He is now
only deified in the name of ‘Mahapurusha’ - the Su-
preme Man.

However, the supreme souls are not free fromthe
fangs of ferocious ‘Man’. Once it spoiled Buddha's em-
pire here; now targets atArakshita Das. Posthumously,
Buddha now faces much ideological contradiction and
controversy and suffers as a victim of ‘vivious will’ like
talibanic orthodoxy (Taliban’s onslaught on Bamiyan Bud-
dha) or historical jingoism (creating furore over the true
birth place; whether Kapilvastu or Kapileswar) Saint
Arakshita Das also follows the same fate; although in a
different dimension. Now his worldis also in peril. His
egalitarian and neo-monastic culture is one the brink of
decline due to the influx of local huns. Nevertheless, his
holy shrine on the hilltop is still a ‘Divine Centre’ for the
wearing man and the eternal essence of ‘His Soul’ is
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still felt by the disciples and the devotees who flock there
in Lakhs to feed him the coveted ‘charred cake’ onthe
sacred day of his Mahapari Nirvan.

True to say, inthe historical and intellectual par-
lance, this new prince-renouncer is much behind Bud-
dhain comparision to latter’s image, acceptance, rel-
evance and retrospect. Butin a humble as well as paro-
chial sense, itcan be claimed that he is Buddha's philo-
sophic replica; a bi-produce of Buddhist inertia. May
be, this second prince’s appearance at Lalitagiri as a
Buddhist prototype after a pretty pause, ‘a historical
fiction’; but not a myth. Legacy breeds aliving spirit. A
new Buddha was boundto born.

Lalitgiri
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MAHAPURUSA ARAKSHITADAS
Prof. Dr. Karuna Sagar Behera

Inthe Upanishad, the questionis asked if all the
riches of the world belong to me, can | be happy ? The
answer is emphatic No. The wealth is no passport to
happiness and salvation. Therefore one has torealize
the meaning ofthe self and the universal self. In order
to seek onuttar Jaynna. Goutam Buddha renounced the
world. Mahavir also led an ascetic life. In our Indian
traditions, the quest for the devine always dominated
our outlook. In recent times in Orissa, we find a fine
example of approach towards life in the example of
Mahapurus Arakhit Das. He was born in the royal family
of Badakhemundi, in the later half of the 18th Century.
His father was Raja Padmanabh Dev. His only son was
Balavadra Dev who was the prince and the heir to the
royal throne. He grew up in luxury but was not inter-
ested in worldly life. Atthe age of 17 the supreme mo-
ment came. He left his household and became a
sanyassee. Earlier his father also tried to mould his life
in the different way. At the age of 15 his father wanted

e89



G151 Jd

that he should marry a royal princess but he did not
accept the suggestion Leaving behind the royal palace,
he accepted the life of a Sanyasi. He virtually became
an “Arakhit”. He visited several Jagannath. The young
Sanyasi was very much influenced by the nonsectarian
character of Lord Jagannath. In the sharing of
Mahaprasad, there is no caste distinction. He wanted to
enter the temple but he was prevented to have a darshan
of the Lord. Arkhit Das was against |ldology. The
Mahimandal Geeta contains many episodes relating to
his asceitic life. During his ascetic career, he visited
several places such as Khandagiri, Udayagiri, Barunei,
Kantilo, Neelamadhab, Belpada Dadhi Bamana etc. Ul-
timately he reached Olasuni and selected it as his
Sadhana pith. The site of Olasuni situated on a hillrock
offered a beautiful environmentto carry on his Sadhana.
The famous Buddhist establishments of Lalitgiri existed
near Olasuni but Arakhit Das was notinfluenced by Bud-
dhism. His teachings were of his own realization based
on indigenous tradition. His teachings were very simple
and appealed to common people. In a society ridden
with caste and inequality he preached equality. To set
an example, he took food from a Sabar. He did not favour
to perpetuate his religious tradition by initiating any one
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as Sisya or disciple. His teachings, keeping with the
best tradition of India gave emphasis on compassion,
good conduct and virtuous way of life. His newly formu-
lated religionwas based on the best traditions of Sanatan
Dharmas. MahapurusArakhit Das has left behind anum-
ber oftext in Oriya such as Balyavodh, Brahmand Geeta,
Abadhut Samghita, Gupta Geeta, Mahimandal Geetaand
a host of stavs and stutis. His Mahimandal Geeta has
been published. The Mahimandal Geeta like the
Brahmanda Bhoogola speaks of his universal outlook.
The concern for humanism and humanity is unigue to
his philosophy. His Samadhi at Olasuni which is quite
simple and sacred provides spiritual solace for count-
less devortees. ltis hoped thatin the years ahead, all
his religious works should be edited and published for
the scholars of the world. It is incredible that such as
saintlived in Orissain the modern times.

Retd. Professor of History
Utkal University
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