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RAMESWAR THAKUR  
GOVERNOR OF ORISSA 
    
    
 
 

 I am glad to knw that Olasuni Gumpha Yatra and Sangeeta Samaroha 

Committee is celebrating the 170th Mahasamadhi Divas of Avadhuta 

Shree Arakshita Das on January 15, 2007.

 Mahaprurusha Arakshita Das was a symbol of Bhakti and spiritualism. His 

lifestyle and message have influenced many people and transformed their lives. I 

hope his message will continue to inspire and gui

morality.  

 I wish the celebration and publication of souvenir all success. 

 

 

�

     RAJ BHAVAN
              BHUBANESWAR
    
               NOVEMBER 16, 2006

 
MESSAGE 

 
I am glad to knw that Olasuni Gumpha Yatra and Sangeeta Samaroha 

Committee is celebrating the 170th Mahasamadhi Divas of Avadhuta 

Shree Arakshita Das on January 15, 2007. 

Mahaprurusha Arakshita Das was a symbol of Bhakti and spiritualism. His 

lifestyle and message have influenced many people and transformed their lives. I 

hope his message will continue to inspire and guide people on the path of truth and 

I wish the celebration and publication of souvenir all success. 

(Rameshwar Thakur)

RAJ BHAVAN  
BHUBANESWAR -751008 

NOVEMBER 16, 2006 

I am glad to knw that Olasuni Gumpha Yatra and Sangeeta Samaroha 

Committee is celebrating the 170th Mahasamadhi Divas of Avadhuta Mahapurusha 

Mahaprurusha Arakshita Das was a symbol of Bhakti and spiritualism. His 

lifestyle and message have influenced many people and transformed their lives. I 

de people on the path of truth and 

I wish the celebration and publication of souvenir all success.  

 

 

(Rameshwar Thakur)  
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“Start the day with Love. Live the day with 

Love, Fill the day with Love. Spend the 

day with Love. End the day with Love. 

This is the way to God. 
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Mahimandala Gita on “Devotion” 
Sri Rupakar Sarangi 

 
Arakshita Das was unquestionably 
highly celebrated saint of Orissa who 
led the life of a genuine Avadhuta and 
held aloft the torch of spiritual wisdom 
one hundred and seventy years ago. 
Towards the latter part of his life, his 
choice fell on the peak of Olasuni hill as 
his hilly and holy retreat where his 
Samadhi shrine is situated now. Every 
year a great fair is held there on the 
eleventh (Ekadashi) day of the dark 
fortnight of the month of Magha 
incommenoration of the auspicious 
occasion of his passing away. 
Thousands of pilgrims visit this sacred 
spot with a view to offering their 
adoration and paying their deep 
homage to this well-renowed saint of 
Orissa. Only an on-the-spot experience 
can acquaint the visitor with the 
indescribable beauty, quiety, sereify, 
sancity and solemnity of the 
atmosphere of this hilly region where 
Nature showers her charms lavishly. 
The saint has left behind him certain 
valuable and significant works like 
Mahimandala Gift, Gupta Tika, Bhakti 
Tika, Shakabda Samhita Abadhuta 
Samhita, Arakshita Rachanavali 
Atmajibani, Gupta Padmakalpa, Tattwa 
Suragita, Dwadasa Chandrika, 
Kavacha, Moksha Samadhi Yoga and 
some other works that yet await 
publication.  
 Among all his works 
Mahimandal Gita ranks highest and 
regarded as his master piece an 
account of its sublimity of conception, 
lucidity of expression, simplicity of 
language and beauty of diction. The 
sole aim and object of the revered  
author is to propagate and propagate 
and popularize his spiritual experiences 
through these works as well as to 

awaken the lahent spiritual 
consciousness of the readers as a 
resut of a thorough and serifining study 
of these books. In his Mahimandala 
Gita, besides giving an 
autobiographical account of his 
renunciation and the unimaginable 
hardships and suffereings he had to 
court during the period of his wandering 
and austerity, the author has 
emphasized the paramount importance 
of realization of Param Brahma which 
is considered to be the be-all and end-
all of life. The nine-lettered rhymed 
lines clearly indicate that the metrre of 
Oriya Bhagawata has been adopted.  
 According to Mahapurushaji 
(Arakshita Das), non-dual Brahma 
alone exists and the entire Nature with 
the fine elements is never different from 
Brahma. That is why, he, in the form of 
a dialogue between mind (�
 ) and 

consciousness (�On�
R) marvelously 

dewells on the utility and importance of 
five elements – earth, water, fire, air 
and ether, despite their unreality and 
evanescene of existence. here 
consciousness (�On�
R) plays the role 

of a preceptor and mind (�
 ) plays the 

role of discipline. For satisfying its 
everincreasing inquisitiveness mind 
(�
 ) in an attitude of utter humility and 

deep reverence questions 
consciousness (�On�
R) concerning the 

usefulness of the five elements. So, 
Consciousness (�On�
R) as a preceptor 

dispels the doubt and darkness of mind 
(�
 ) ignorance by giving an elaborate 

account in this connection. From this 
account the immancence of 
Parambrahma throughout universe is 
proved beyond doubt although Param 
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Brahma, also transcends it. Unlike 
some other Vedanta preachers 
Mahapurusha has never dismissed 
Nature as merely as unreal dream. 
Rather, on the other hand, he has 
admitted her importance since 
manifestation of Param Brahma is 
experienced through all her myrids of 
forms. So. so long as man might be 
revolving like a mery-go-round along 
the cycle of birth and death under the 
intoxicating impact of Vishnu Maya, it 
will be impossible for him to dedicate 
his life in the service of param Brahma 
and realizing it. Mind (�
 ) at the very 

outset, says to consciousness (�On�
R) 
_' �B��� �3��� � ��� �� ��h�i�� O�&[�� 
'�	�� ��
��!0#!��
� But for the realization of Param 
Brahma absolute devotion is absolutely 
essential. It is on this account that he 
must fervently and whole-heartedly 
prays for deveotion in Mahimandal 
aGita which is quite obvious from the 
lines cited below.  _����� ��?@�2� '�	��� ��
�)���	� ��	� �&���� �d� ����� �2�0� ���
��?����������(�������
$�0�d���������2�0�
�2� ��?@�$� ��2�0�2�0����T@��� ��$� �� ��!0#��
���&��On�
R���� ��%	�������� ��0�]�� '��	� ��
���&� �On�
R� +0�i� �eF�� �� ����� 
��� ��&��

���� �� ���&� �On�
R� ��F�
&#� �� �����
�2�0
��� �&�� �� ���&��On�
R��†
p�� �� �����
��0��]�� '�/� �� ���&� �On�
R� 	A�
�T� �� �����
��0��]�� ���� �� ��!0#�� These lines most 

explicitly express mind’s earnest 
inordinate and irrestible longing for 
devotion. The saint has also thus sung 
elsewhere  _�'��	� � ��#TF� '-+�� �&�����
��]����TR�	���&��]���K���2��0�'�d������
�2�0��� �
� ��m�� ��?�� 
�&^� �� � ��]�� �HF��� 
���

(���	���&���d�$#.��	��*.�]��&	����F+#���
�
*� �� $#.�� �	��]�� ��`	� 
�&^� 	-'�	*� ��

��
�'���� ��w�/��� ��&���� 	*@��� �� ��
�'���
������� O�&[��$� '����� �d� Jagannath Das, 

the most eminent Saint and poet of 
Orissa has similarly sung in Oriya 
Bhagawata. Lord Krishna, while 
imparting spiritual wisdom to Uddhava 
says, _
�+F(� �
&���	� �-
R� �� ���� �����
���� �w
� �� ���� �2� �)��	� �]�� ]��� �� ����
'��	���������w���d�
� The vast majority of the saints are 
unanimous on this fundamental 
background that devotion is the royal road 
to divinity. It is the surest, the sfest the 
sweetest and the swiftest means for the 
realization of ultimate reality. But 
Mahapurushji is of the opinion that such 
realization is end of question without 
single minded devotion and unconditional 
surrendere to the Formless Brahma. 
Param Brahma, according to him has no 
particular form, but has the capacity to 
assume any form. Although in accordance 
with the devotee’s prayer, Param Brahma 
should be offered adovation in all possible 
ways. The entire universe with all its 
innumerable beings and things and also 
with all its phenomena is managed 
according to the direction of Param 
Brahma. So, all beings and even gods like 
Brahma, Shiva etc. and all fores of 
Nature, perform their respective duties in 
obedience to the will and command of 
Param Brahma. The devotees, as a result 
of being over powered with the feelings of 
devotion have named this non-dual 
Brahma variously no doubt, but the real 
Name is beyond all conception and 
imagination. It is beyond the ken of 
ordinary knowledge. It is identical with 
Param Brahma itself. Body-
consciousness is the greatest obstracle in 
the way of the realization of Brahma. This 
body is not the individual Soul’s real 
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residence. In reply to the question of mind 
(�
 ) consciousness (�On�
R) says _�&��
�
+�/�� 
� '�	�]�� �� '	� A	�	� ��� 	&�]�� �� �� �
&�
'	A	��&�����T@�	�$#.���	����&^�����!0#��_��&^�
���� ��3� 	&��]�� �� �� �
&T��� ���� � ��]�� �� '	�
A	��� �
&� +�/�� �T@�	� ���� �$�'�	� �d  This 

body is a despicable den of dirt and 
disease. It is a nasty package of 
nonseating materials. So, Mahapurushji 
has most justificaly stated that this can 
never be the individual soul’s own 
residence. The individual sould is 
perfectly pure and conscious and the 
supreme soul is its eternal and 
inseparable companion. But, as a result of 
forgetting the Supreme soul, the individual 
soul has meandered into the dense jungle 
of hostile forces like lust, anger and greed 
etc. and has been attached to this body. 
Mahapurushaji in Mahimandala Gita 
awakens the individual soul through his 
sublime and soul thrilling message to be 
whole heartedly and unreservedly 
devoted to the supreme Brahma. It is by 
virtue of such devotion that the individual 
soul can acquire the most miraculous and 
mysterious grace of the supreme Lord 
through which it can reach the summiet of 
self realization. Mahapurushaji is never in 
favour of idolatry. Param Brahma is 
immunent and transcendent. It is also 
formless and one without second. It is 
eternal existence (��i ) Eternal 

consciousness (O��i) and Eternal bliss 

(��
� ). Its realization is possible in this 

precious humah birth.  _
�$‚F���	#	�'��$����
�&���� �&�� 
� O�&[�$�� �d� ��!0#�� �� �&���� �&�� 
�
O�&[�� �� �*�+��$� '���� ��� ��&^}� ��Y� '�4�/�
	�
 �H�	� �� �*�+��$� 
�&^��� �&���	� �� �•� 2•�
W�
�	� 
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��� �&�]�� �� 
(���� �2��� ����	� T@�� �� �����
�2�0� ������ �
�� �� �� ��
�� �
R� 
��0�� ��

�
�$� ���0� 
��� 2��� �� ��!0#!�  The 

aforesaid lines from Mahimandal Gita 
repeatedly stress the need for devotion. 
This human body should be utilized in a 
proper manner for cultivating devotion 
instead of wasting it away in false, fleeting 
and frivolous sense pleasure. Also, 
cultivation of invaluable traits of human 
character like patience, perseverance 
painstakingness, forbearance, fearless-
ness, desirelessness, indifference 
towards pairs of opposites like sun and 
rain, pleasure and pain, frame and blame 
and prosperity and adversity etc. must 
receive mans’s special attention in order 
that he might be the fittest recipient of the 
Grace of Param Brahma. Mahapursushaji 
himself has exemplified in his own life 
how these qualities can be acquired by 
virtue of unyielding will and unshakable 
determination. In spite of being supplied 
with the choicest materials of luxury and 
pleasure like Gautam Buddha, he still 
renounced the world at the age of only 
seventeen and embraced the life of an 
ascetic although he had to come across 
unbearable dangers and difficulties as an 
intenerant ascetic. His detachment and 
discrimination always led him forward and 
enabled him to eovercome all hurdles and 
hindrances. Param Brahma is Formless 
but a spiritual aspirant must take shelter in 
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the Name since it is identical with Param 
Brahma itself. persons without 
distinctionof caste, creed and colour can 
find shelter in the Name. Mahapurushaji 
has paved the way for bringing about a 
radical and revolutionary change in the 
caste-ridden and priest-ridden society by 
giving scope to al sections of people to 
mix with him freely and accepting food 
from them as all are the manifestation of 
the same suprement Brahma. On the 
whole, if a man is absolutely devoted to 
the supreme Lord, as advised by 
mahapurushaji, he is sure to fulfill the 
grand and supreme purpose of life and 
attain immorality.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In these days of increasing secularization 
of life, atheism, agnosticism, materialism 
and skepticism are sweeping over the 
world. Man is losing his sense of human 
values. Evil forces of violence and 
bloodshed are paralyzing him with a 
staggering horror. The piteous clamour for 
peace is heard from every nook and 
corner of the world. In such a tension-torn 
world, the inspiring, the enlightening and 
the life-transforming Message of devotion 
given my Mahapurushaji in Mahimandala 
Gita can show man the light, guide him a 
right and usher in a goldern era of 
celestical peace and bliss.  
 

Retd. Headmaster, 
N.R. Vidyamandir 

Sri Rupakar Sarangi 
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A New Buddha 
Sri Pradipta Bhuyan 

 
If someone in human history is first 
remembered and revered for 
revolutionaizing the thinking on the 
‘purpose of life’; then he is definitely 
6th Century B.C’s Gautam Buddha, 
the most outstanding scholar and 
personally the world has ever 
produced. He repudiated scriptural 
infallibility, established the precedence 
of ‘reason’ over faith, bridge the 
dichotomy between austerity and 
indulgence, inucsciated a radical 
social-ethics and redefined 
‘Humanism’ forever. That is why, 
Einstein was overobssessed to say, 
“Buddhism will be the future religion of 
the world.” 
 Fortunately, Buddha make 
Lalitagiri his laboratory – to experiment 
and expound his postulations. In 
course, Lalitagiri also witnesses 
Buddha’s big bang to big crunch. 
Ultimately, Buddha withers into 
oblivion, Buddhism declines; but never 
dies. History again repeats itself; it 
renews Buddha and his ‘Ism’. 
 However, here, the selfish man 
forgets the funda; even turns hostile. 
But the sterilestone whispers; reminds 
the reminiscence and coincidentally 
embraces another pondering prince. 
Again Lalitgiri becomes the grooming 
ground for another revolutionary; 
another cult. Believed to be a stranger 
to former’s chronology or cult, this new 
one also conceives almost the same 
predicament whose surrogate 
nomenclature later on popularizes him 
as ‘Arakshita Das’ (the term ‘Arakshita’ 
is generally used to address a 

helpless, wretched and abandoned 
living creature out of compassion and 
the term ‘Das’ is construed as a 
humble person or devotee who has 
completely dedicated or subejugated 
himself to the Supreme Being.) 
 Conventionally comprehended 
as a dirty dressed, curly haired and 
beard ‘Baba’ (Monk) and lover of a 
colloquial food menu (i.e. charred cake 
and fried dry fish), in contrast to the 
tonsured, clean- shaved and alms – 
bowled Buddha, saint Arakshita Das 
also makes Lalitagiri his alter. He finds 
his brand of Buddhism in the doctrines 
of “Abadhutavad” (A Philosophy that 
envisages extreme form of “non 
attachment” and freedom from worldly 
senses). Like Buddha he has had his 
exclusive transcendental enigma. 
However, his life ordeal resembles that 
of Budha. His rebellious childhood, 
anti-incumbency attitude (aversion 
towards royal proclivity and feudal 
insignia), Spiritual preponderance, 
renunciation, asceticism, penitence, 
enlightenment, deliverance of sermon, 
organization of a neo-monastic life and 
attainment of Nirvan (salvation) etc. 
are almost Buddhist by nature.  
 Paradoxically, local gullible 
might have viewed him as a 
contemporary go getter ‘Baba’ claming 
certain supernatural power or showing 
miracles and offering “Prasad” (sacred 
food) to some social parasites. But he 
was breed apart. He was a saint, a 
scholar, a philosopher, a liberator and 
a reformer. He was a radical as 
Buddha in thoughts, teachings and 
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conviction. If Buddha was critical of 
post-Vedic society, then Arakshita Das 
was of pre-capitalistic or feudal. He 
like Buddha, was also against 
theology, religious orthodoxy, 
scriptural authority, caste audacity, 
gender injustice and ignorance. He 
also preached the gospels of Love, 
Peace, non-violence, tolerance and 
harmony. He also propounded a 
liberal, scientific, secular non-sectarian 
and egalitarian social philosophy – a 
humanistic ‘Middle path’. He was also 
plebian in worlds and deeds, fond of 
the followers and the foes, 
compassionate towards the weak and 
wicked and like astoic, was untenable 
in pleasure and pain. His spiritual 
contemplation and metaphysical 
discourses (as evident from all of his 
philosophical literature like 
Mahimandal Gita or Bhakti Teeka) 
cultivated ‘Jnana’ or ‘knowledge’ for 
the realization of the self (Atma) and 
the universe, mind and matter, 
materialistic illusion, non-dualistic 
approbation, non-attachment and end 
of desire etc. which were 
complimentary to Buddhist testament 
i.e. the knowledge for attainment of 
‘Nirvan’. Academically speaking, his 
holistic, non-dualistic and proto-
Buddhist philosophy was a 
metamorphosis to that of Lord Buddha 
or the latent Buddha i.e. Adi 
Sankaracharya. Reducing himself 
down to dust, he became an epitole of 
divinity; although the prefix ‘Lord or 
God’ was not affixed to his surrogate 
name. He is now only deified in the 
name of ‘Mahapurusha’ – the 
Supreme Man.  
 However, the supreme souls 
are not free from the fangs of ferocious 

‘Man’. Once it spoiled Buddha’s 
empire here; now targets at Arakshita 
Das. Posthumously, Buddha now 
faces much ideological contradiction 
and controversy and suffers as a 
victim of ‘vicious will’ like talibanic 
orthodoxy (Taliban’s onslaught on 
Bamiyan Buddha) or historical 
jingoism (creating furore over the true 
birth place; whether Kapilvastu or 
Kapileswar) Saint Arakshita Das also 
follows the same fate; although in a 
different dimension. Now. his world is 
also in peril. His egalitarian and neo-
monastic culture is on the brink of 
decline due to the influx of local huns. 
Nevertheless,his holy shrine on the 
hilltop is still a ‘Divine Centre’ for the 
wearing man and the eternal essence 
of ‘His Soul’ is stil felt by the disciples  
and the devotees who flock there in 
Lakhs to feed him the coveted ‘charred 
cake’ on the sacred day of his 
Mahapari Nirvan.  
 True to say, in the historical and 
intellectual parlance, this new pricnce-
renouncer is much behind Buddha in 
comparison to latter’s image, 
acceptance, relevance and retrospect. 
But in a humble as well as parochial 
sense, it can be claimed that he is 
Buddha’s philosophic replica; a bi-
product of Buddhist inertia. may be, 
this second prince’s appearance at 
Lalitagiri as a Buddhist prototype after 
a pretty pause, ‘a historical fiction’; but 
not a myth. Legacy breeds a living 
spirit. A new Buddha was bound to 
born.  
 

Lalitgiri 
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MAHAPURUSA ARAKSHITA DAS 
 

Prof. Dr. Karuna Sagar Behera 
 

In the Upanishad, the question is asked 
if all the riches of the world belong to 
me, can I be happy? The answer is 
emphatic No. The wealth is no passport 
to happiness and salvation. Therefore 
one has to realize the meaning of the 
self and the universal self. In order to 
seek onuttar Jnana. Goutam Buddha 
renounced the world. Mahavir also led 
and ascetic life. In our Indian traditions, 
the quest for the divine always 
dominated our outlook. In recent times 
in Orissa, we find a fine example to this 
approach towards life in the example of 
Mahapurus Arakhit Das. He was born in 
the royal famil of Badakhemundi, in the 
later half of the 18th Century. His father 
was Raja Padmanabh Dev. His only son 
was Balavadra Dev who was the prince 
and the heir to the royal throne. He grew 
up in luxury but was not interested in 
worldly life. At the age of 17 the 
supreme moment came. He left his 
household and became a sanyassi. 
Earlier his father also tried to mould his 
life in the different way. At the age of 15 
his father wanted that he should marry a 
royal princess but he did not accept the 
suggestion Leaving behind the royal 
palace, he accepted the life of a 
Sanyasi. He virtually became an 
“Arakhit”. He visited  several Jagannath. 
The young Sanyasi was very much 
influenced by the nonsectarian 
character of Lord Jagannath. In the 
sharing of Mahaprasad, there is no 
caste distinction. He wanted to enter the 
temple but he was prevented to have a 
darshan of the Lord. Arkhit Das was 
against Idology. The Mahimandal Geeta 
contains many episodes relating to his 
asceitic life. During his ascetic career, 
he visited several places such as 
Khandagiri, Udayagiri, Barunei, Kantilo, 
Neelamadhab, Belpada Dadhi Bamana 

etc. Ultimately he reached Olasuni and 
selected it as his Sadhana pith. The site 
of Olasuni situated on a hillrock offered 
a beautiful environment to carry on his 
Sadhana. The famous Buddhist 
establishments of Lalitgiri existed near 
Olasuni but Arakhit Das was not 
influenced by Buddhism. His teachings 
were of his own realization based on 
indigenous tradition. His teachings were 
very simple and appealed to common 
people. In a society ridden with caste 
and inequality he preached equality. To 
set an example, he took food from a 
Sabar. He did not favour to perpetuate 
his religious tradition by initiating any 
one as Sisya or disciple. His teachings, 
keeping with the best tradition of India 
gave emphasis on compassion, good 
conduct and virtuous way of life. His 
newly formulated religion was based on 
the best traditions of Sanatan Dharmas. 
Mahapurus Arakhit Das has left behind 
a number of text in Oriya such as 
Balyavodh, Brahmand Geeta, Abadhut 
Samghita, Gupta Geeta, Mahimandal 
Geeta and a host of stavs and stutis. His 
Mahimandal Geeta has been 
published.The Mahimandal Geeta like 
the Brahmanda Bhoogola speaks of his 
universal outlook. The concern for 
humanism and humanity is unique to his 
philosophy. His Samadhi at Olasuni 
which is quite simple and sacred 
provides spiritual solace for countless 
devortees. It is hoped that in the years 
ahead, all his religious works should be 
edited and published for the scholars of 
the world. It is incredible that such as 
saint lived in Orissa in the modern 
times.  

Saheed Nagar 
Bhubaneswar 
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